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THE POWER OF TEAMS

All of us need to rally and raise at least $180,000 
at our Walk being held on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2017.  
Why $180,000? 

That’s the amount of money our families need to 
pay bills during a six-month period. Our families 
represent the communities in the nine-county area 
Vickie’s Angel Foundation serves. Combined, we 
provide those families an average of $30,000 per 
month to make sure they aren’t evicted, foreclosed 
on mortgages or have their utilities shut off.

We must pull ourselves up from our bootstraps now 

more than ever. We had applied for and hoped to 
be awarded a $100,000 grant; but Dauphin County 
rejected our plea.  There’s only one solution to fill the 
gap: It’s YOU! 

We’re counting on all of you who believe in 
our mission and care about it.  Please go to  
www.vickiesangelwalk.org and create a team.  
Together, we can continue to be the financial bridge 
for those families who are in the fight of their lives –  
literally – their fight against cancer.

SELECT MEDICAL SPREADS ITS WINGS
Having worked with Mickey and the dedicated staff 
and volunteers for several years now, we know how 
important it is to everyone at Vickie’s 
Angel Foundation that 100% of 
donations from events help those 
fighting cancer. Select Medical has 
supported a number of VAF events; 
but being a Guardian Angel is the 
best way to ensure the Foundation 
continues to meet this goal. We 
partner with charities across the 
county- large and small - and few, 

if any, can say that ALL of the money individuals 
raise or donate goes directly to those in need. We 

extend our heartfelt thanks to the dedicated 
staff, volunteers, supporters and our fellow 
Guardian Angels for making this a reality. 

Select Medical is proud to play a small 
part in helping the Foundation 
continue to provide to meet its 
promise. 

–Heather Stormin, 
Select Medical 

INDIVIDUALS AND GATHERERS – GOAL: $180,000!
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VICKIE’S 
ANGEL 

FOUNDATION
511 Bridge Street 

P.O. Box 174 
New Cumberland, PA 17070

(717) 774-3800

Vickie’s Angel Foundation is a 
non-profit organization declared tax  

exempt under 501 (c) (3) of the Internal  
Revenue Code.  A copy of the official  

registration and financial information of 
Vickie’s Angel Foundation may be obtained 

from the Pennsylvania Department of 
State by calling toll free within 
Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  

Registration does not imply endorsement.  
TAX ID # is 20-8755452

Board of Directors
Mickey Minnich, Founder & CEO

Ken Smeltz, Vice President
Paul DeLoia, Jr., Treasurer

John Bruno
Pam Eichelberger

Carol Orr
Gerald Shekletski

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Everyone who gives their time to 
walk, to volunteer and to raise  
the necessary funds to support 

Vickie’s Angel Foundation.  
We also want to thank our 

wonderful sponsors who give 
money and in-kind donations 
of products so that we may 

conduct our events. 

WRITE US IN!
You can participate in 

your employer’s United 
Way campaign and support 
Vickie’s Angel Foundation 

at the same time. When 
completing your designation 
form, write in Vickie’s Angel 

Foundation. 

FROM THE FOUNDER’S DESK
The accompanying photo is of my team, “Flutter Your Wings,” 
which appears on my team’s webpage.

Flutter Your Wings’ goal is to raise $5,000 at the 2017 Walk 
which, of course, will go toward the VAF goal of $180,000.

I am counting on you to register YOUR team and to raise as 
much as YOU can and, at the same time, expand your team’s 

membership so that your contribution grows, too. 

Those who know me know I am also a Guardian Angel. The Guardian Angel 
donations make up a special fund apart from the Vickie’s Angel Foundation 
fund.  The Guardian Angel fund allows us to turn on the lights each day, 
and pay the operating expenses, such as office supplies, our own utilities, 
maintenance and staff. This permits Vickie’s Angel fund to remain strictly 100 
percent for our families. 

I ask all of you to help VAF be the lighthouse of hope for our families who 
need our help in the nine counties we serve.  Wrapped up in their fight against 
cancer, our courageous families can do without the added pressure that comes 
with being unable to pay bills because the bread-winner(s) can’t work as much 
as before – or, at all. That’s where we come in: relieving those families of that 
financial stress. Vickie’s Angel Foundation wants those families to concentrate 
on treatments, getting well and defeating the ugly effects of cancer that changed 
their lives. Mickey Minnich

2017 VAF EVENT CALENDAR
CHECK VICKIESANGELFOUNDATION.ORG FOR MORE INFO

September 14 • Play for Pink 
Details – Contact Marianne Caplan at playforpinkhbg@gmail.com for more information or 
sponsorships. Held at The Country Club of Harrisburg – Visit www.facebook.com/PlayForPINKHbg or 
register online at www.playforpink.org/harrisburg 

September 24 • 10th Annual Tom’s Ride 
Details – Call Jason: 717-309-0803; Rear of Jim Mack’s Ice Cream, Rt. 462, Hellam – 8 am; Bike 
ride consists of 3 individual courses of 15, 30 & 60 miles; Reigster early to receive a Tom’s Ride 
T-shirt

September 29 • An Evening of Heart and Soul 
Details – Call Mike Davis: 717-580-5622; Radisson 6 pm – 11 pm;  $45 per person

September 30 & October 1 • Ride the Rails for Cancer Kutztown 
Details – 717-866-6070; Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm; Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm; Tickets day of at Railway 
Station, 232 Railroad St. Kutztown; $10 pp, Ages 4 and under $5; Check us out on Facebook

OCTOBER 14, 2017  
15TH ANNUAL VICKIE’S ANGEL WALK
New Cumberland Borough Park; Registration begins at 8 am, program at 
9:30 am, walk at 10 am Rain or Shine. Register your team early! Call 717-774-3800 
or check our website; Food...Drawings...Raffles... More than a Walk – Our 
gathering of friends and families is for everyone. Come be inspired and  
encouraged – you don’t have to walk – All are Welcome!
NOVEMBER 23, 2017
13TH ANNUAL SMT TURKEY TROT 
New Cumberland Borough Park; Race begins at 8am; Contact Mari Lynn Dare at: 
smtturkeytrot@yahoo.com 431 Shuler Road, Etters PA 17319 or 717-418-4157; On-
line registration: www.smtturkeytrot.org; Kids Fun Run: ½ mile – 9 am; Proceeds 
benefit Vickie’s Angel Foundation
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SUPPORT YEAR-ROUND VAF FUNDRAISING

RIDE THE RAILS FOR  
CANCER ROLLS RIGHT ON
Ride the Rails for cancer was created when Mickey 
visited, and helped a family in Richland, PA.  A 
family member was stricken by cancer and, subse-
quently, became an Angel. This was followed by 
a church service and a miniature golf fundraiser. 
Brian Saul approached Mickey about having a train 
event to raise money for Vickie’s Angel Foundation.  
Ride the Rails became a reality in 2009 in Middle-
town’s Hoffer Park, working in conjunction with 

the Conrail Historical 
Society. Train rides and 
refreshments were 
sold to the public, 
and families being 
helped by Vickie’s Angel 
Foundation were given 
tickets to come out 
and enjoy a ride.  This 
year’s Middletown Ride 
the Rails was held on 

June 10, 2017, marking the 9th year.  In 2015, the 
Middletown events also inspired a second Ride the 
Rails, taking place at the train station in Kutztown.  
This year we will be holding the 3rd Annual Ride 
the Rails Kutztown on September 30th and October 
1, 2017.  Discussions are in the works to add 
an additional Ride the Rails in Stewartstown for 
those in York County.  Brian and Linda Saul are 
the prime movers in making the Ride the Rails so 
successful and growing, along with the help of their 
friends.  Vickie’s Angel Foundation cannot thank 
them enough, as these events have raised total net 
proceeds of $43,000!

DAVE AND BONNIE 
SHELLENHAMER MEMORIAL 
GOLF OUTING

The 7th Annual Dave and Bonnie 
Shellenhamer Memorial Golf outing 
held on April 29 2017, raised net 
proceeds of $3,461 that went to 
our families in nine counties.  This 
amount, in addition to the net 
amount raised at the 2016 outing, 

totals $9,075.  The committee for the past two years 
was Bart Shellenhamer, Fred and Stacy Anderson, 
Judy Shellenhamer, Jim Blaine, Ken Smeltz and 
Mike Dickey.  From 2010-13, Dave Shellenhamer 
himself chaired the links fundraiser, working with 
Judy, Bart and Dave Milletics.  During those 4 
years, the outing averaged $4,500 per year totaling 
$18,000. Due to the seriousness of Dave’s cancer 
treatments the golf outing was suspended in 
2014 and 2015; with Dave becoming an Angel on 
6/17/2015. Dave was a personal hero to many 
with how he handled himself with dignity during 
his journey.  Bonnie Shellenhamer was married 
to Dave’s brother, Bart Shellenhamer, and also 
worked at the Sunset Golf Course.  Bonnie became 
an Angel on 1/1/2015.  Thus, the Dave and Bonnie 
Shellenhamer Memorial Golf Outing began in 2016 
and remained this year. Dave came into Vickie’s 
Angel Foundation in 2009 and we were blessed to 
be able to serve him as a temporary financial bridge.  
Dave and his family quickly became avid supporters 
of VAF, and to date, these golfing outings total net 
proceeds have reached $27,175!

SMT TURKEY TROT IN 13TH YEAR
The 13th annual SMT Turkey Trot 
will be held at New Cumberland 
Borough Park on November 23, 
2017, with the race starting at 8 
a.m.  Again this year,  Mari Lynn 
Dare and her husband Brad, will 
organize the event with their many 
friends helping  to honor Mari 
Lynn’s mother, Shirley Mae Taylor, 
who became an Angel in 2003 after 

a two-year battle with cancer.  Shirley Mae loved 
New Cumberland, and Mari Lynn is very happy 
that the event has become a holiday  tradition.  
Everyone connected with the Trot expects this year’s 
fundraiser to be the best year ever. As usual, Mari 
Lynn will work hard not to disappoint them. All of 
the net proceeds go to families dealing with cancer 
in our nine counties. In its 12 years, the Trot has 
raised $278, 0771.32. Wow!  But this year, we 
especially need your help as competition from other 
Turkey Trots has grown. Please attend ours, as it 
is the best, and all the money stays local. Register 
online at www.smtturkeytrot.org. There is also a 
1/2-mile Kids Fun Run at 9 a.m. Contact Mari Lynn 
at smtturkeytrot@yahoo.com for more information.

SCRAP HAPPY ANGELS TEAM
Doreen Winchell and her cousin Vicki Shaffer formed 
a team 10 years ago named the “Scrap Happy Angels.” 
So far, these Angels have raised more than $32,000, 
with the entire net proceeds going to our families!  
They came up with the team name because they are 
avid scrap-bookers, and they wanted to honor both 
their mothers and a very dear aunt who lost their 
battles with cancer. The Scrap Happy Angels held 
their 12th annual scrapbooking event this year on 
June 7, 2018, at Christian Life Assembly church, and 
raised over $4,000 in net proceeds.  They are both 
proud to be the longest running Vickie’s Angel event.  
This yearly event starts at 9AM in the morning and 
runs until 9PM at night, with two meals being served!  
These ladies really love their scrapbooking. Mickey  
Minnich and Christine Rapp 
even scrapbooked for the 
first time, putting together 
photos from all the Walks.  
We all had a great time.  This 
event is led by Doreen and 
her husband Jack Winchell, 
Vickie and her husband Dave 
Shaffer, and a host of their 
friends and supporters.  
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IT’S EASIER 
THAN EVER TO 
REGISTER FOR 

THE WALK

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT VICKIE’S 

ANGEL FOUNDATION

This year brought an exciting 
change on how we support 
VAF teams in their fundraising 
efforts. After a number of years 
of growing pains, exploring 
no-cost and low-cost software, 
we made an investment in a 
company called “Classy.” This 
new partnership will provide us 
with the infrastructure to create 
a simple and effective process 
for a team to participate in a 
VAF event, even a team of one.

With this change, we 
established vickiesangelwalk.org 
as the official web page for our 
annual Walk. When you visit 
this site, you’ll be able to easily 
register for the Walk; by doing 
so, a fundraising page will be 
set up.

Also, you’ll be able to tell your 
story, add pictures and videos, 
and set your fundraising goal. 
You can thank your donors 
and post updates to your page. 
Then, sharing it on social 
media will get the word out for 
supporting your team.

Because of the growing need to 
help families fighting cancer, we 
need to make the 2017 Walk our 
biggest year. A goal of $180,000 
must be met. As we started this 
campaign during winter, we’re off 
to a running start. But we must 
have all hands on deck.

Visit vickiesangelfoundation.
org to stay informed about our 
other events throughout the 
year. A number of them also 
will utilize Classy, letting us sell 
tickets or registrations for those 
events.  Have an event planned? 
Planning one? Let us know, and 
we can assist in collecting pre-
registrations and/or sell tickets 
for your event. Please register 
for the Vickie’s Angel Walk! 
CREATE OR JOIN A TEAM 
TODAY!

When did Vickie’s Angel Foundation (VAF) start?  It all started with a 
walk in October 2003 called “Vickie’s Angel Walk.” This walk is held the 
second Saturday in October in the New Cumberland Borough Park. 

What is VAF’s Mission?  Vickie’s Angel Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) 
nonprofit with a mission of helping families fighting cancer who cannot 
pay their bills because of going through cancer treatment. Our goal is 
to take away the financial stress from the family, providing a temporary 
bridge that allows them to focus entirely on beating this disease. 
We offer them hope. We assist families in nine counties in central 
Pennsylvania. They are Cumberland, Dauphin, Perry, Lebanon, Adams, 
York, Lancaster, Schuylkill and Franklin counties. 

What is VAF’s Focus?  The basic necessities for everyday survival such 
as rent, mortgage (50% of our monies go here), utilities, car insurance, 
car repairs, food and gas cards. Paying these basic bills allows a family 
to have money to cover their medical expenses and insurance. 

How is money raised for VAF families?  Monies are raised through 
our annual walk, the annual SMT Turkey Trot at Thanksgiving and the 
other 20-plus special events that occur throughout the year. In addition 
funds are made possible through individual and corporate donations, 
and grants.

How much money was raised since 2003?  As of April 2017, 
$2,600,000. 

Is it true that 100% of the net proceeds raised from events go to 
families?  Yes! 

How does VAF pay their bills such as office supplies, auditing,  
insurance, etc.?  The answer is GUARDIAN ANGELS (see article on 
page 5). Their gifts allow us to continue to give 100 percent of net 
proceeds to our families. Please go to our website for more information 
on how to become one. Our Director of Development, Christine Rapp, 
is paid by the Guardian Angels at Andrews and Patel Hematology and 
Oncology. Any company or individual can be a Guardian Angel. 

How do families apply for help? Applicants can download an 
application form from our website, secure one from their social worker, 
or call us at 717-774-3800, and we will send you one. The Vickie’s 
Angel Foundation’s Evaluation Committee meets every Tuesday and 
calls each applicant before making a decision on how we will help. VAF 
always pays an applicant’s bill directly to a company or landlord  -- 
never to a family. A copy of the payment is sent to the families for their 
records. 

How long does a family have to wait to be called?  One week or less 
after we receive a completed application. 

Is Vickie’s Angel Foundation audited? Yes! Every year at a cost of 
$4,000-plus.

Who was Vickie? Mickey Minnich’s wife of 37 years who became an 
angel on May 21, 2003. Go to our website to read Mickey’s story or join 
his team, “Flutter Your Wings.” Better yet, form your own team! 

Stay informed!  Keep up to date on all our events. Go to: 
vickiesangelfoundation.org, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

h
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GUARDIAN ANGELS: WHY THEY ARE NEEDED
Since our first Vickie’s Angel Walk in 2003, our 
financial philosophy has been that DONATIONS 
fund everything and that 100% of all net proceeds 
from all events would go directly to families in need.  
This has been possible through the creation of 
two independent funds:  the Family Fund and the 
Guardian Angel Fund.  The Family Fund holds all 
net proceeds from all of our events and donations 
that are used 100% to help families.  The Guardian 
Angel Fund is supported by donations from our 
Guardian Angels.  These donations are used to 
cover all of our operating expenses, allowing us to 
continue to give 100% of all net proceeds directly to 
our families.  

I, myself, am a Guardian Angel and donate my time 
to the Foundation.  Christine Rapp, our Director of 
Development, works 25 hours per week and is paid 
by Andrews and Patel who are also Guardian Angels.  

It currently costs approximately $75,000 per fiscal 
year to keep the office running. This cost includes 
everything involved in keeping our lights on, from 
our annual $5,000 audit, to our software, our 
copiers, our maintenance, our building, etc.   This 

is where Guardian Angel donations really save the 
day.  For example,  from 9/1/16 to 6/30/17 alone, 
Guardian Angel income totaled $47,190, while 
during the same time period Operating Expenses 
totaled $59,061.

As you can see, there is a gap.  The difference can 
sometimes be filled by sponsors that allow their 
donations to be specifically applied to our operating 
expenses.  We understand that not everyone wants 
to donate towards operating expenses, although 
without a roof over our head, we would be out of 
business.

This is our challenge for 2017/2018 and into the 
future, and why Guardian Angels are so important.  
If you would like to join our army of Guardian 
Angels, you can use the envelope attached in this 
newsletter or go to our website to sign up.

 We need all of you.  Guardian Angels can be a 
one-time gift or, as many do, a recurring monthly 
amount that you determine.  

As always, all donations are 100% tax deductible.        

—Mickey Minnich

Basket Bingo was held Feb. 8, at the West Fairview 
Fire Hall sponsored by Team Breast Friends which 
raised $2,400 in net proceeds.  All of the net 
proceeds raised will go directly to our families. Team 
Breast Friends has raised close to $120,000 with 
their nine annual Benefit Bash Dances.  Wow!  And 
although the group is on a sabbatical, we hear they 
might return again in 2018 or 2019; so stay tuned 
and, please, continue to support their Basket 
Bingo next February, or join their Walk team.

TEAM BREAST FRIENDS WINS AT BASKET BINGO

HELP VAF HELP THOSE WITH CANCER
Living paycheck to paycheck? Many, maybe most, 
do. Then something – CANCER? – turns incomes into 
a trickle, for some; shutting it off for others.   The 
volunteers at the Vickie’s Angel Foundation (VAF) see 
it happen every day to good people when CANCER 
strikes.   Employment is reduced, even eliminated 
-- along with salaries. Yet the bills are relentless; 
they keep coming due.  In most cases, finances are 
further strained by medical expenses. 

VAF raises money for one purpose:  to pay the living 
costs for CANCER patients and their families.  
A recent study reported in the Chicago Tribune 

and by the Associated Press said that six in 
10 Americans could not cover a $1,000 emergency.  
CANCER causes financial emergencies like that – 
and more. VAF helps those facing the trauma of 
CANCER and income loss. VAF pays bills for patients 
who can’t. But VAF needs the help of those who can 
help in that mission.  CANCER can strike swiftly and 
without warning; you can be a donor one day  . . .  a 
CANCER victim the next. 

Today, please be a donor! We need your help, so that 
we can help others.
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Beth Ward is many things.

Her roles include: LPN, mother of 
three, grandmother of two, a grate-
ful cancer survivor, and a recipient 
and now supporter of the Vickie’s 
Angel Foundation, among others, 
including caregiver. She’s also some-
thing of a philosopher about life in 
that she has lived to see how “some-
times things come full circle.” This 

Fall, Beth will add “Walker” to that list.

Attendees at the VAF Valentine’s dance might  
remember her telling them how VAF helped her when 
she needed it most.

Head and neck cancer struck her two years ago, she 
recalled, in May. A month later, Beth underwent sur-
gery. “And that’s when you guys (at VAF) came into 
my life,” she said during a recent interview. “Then, I 
could concentrate on getting better.

“You see, I hadn’t planned on the expenses of  
cancer,” she added. (Who does?)

And she did get better. A year later, Nurse Beth was 
back at work, tending to others – in the cardiac unit 
at Harrisburg Hospital, where she’s worked for 35 
years. “I grew up there,” the Steelton resident said.

Beth is married with three sons, the oldest, Brandon  
and his wife, Brandy, have blessed her with two 
grandchildren (Paityn and Camden); while Max and 
Mitch are career- and school-oriented.

An independent lady, Beth dropped out of speech-
therapy class after she learned the exercises, which 
she now does at home; that was after she had to 
learn how to swallow again. Part of her recovery also 
includes the wearing of a mask. Nevertheless, “I’m 
fortunate,” she said, “that I can talk again  . . .  
sometimes too much.”

Beth also serves as companion for her Mom, which 
she considers another blessing in her life.

Also, she finds time to organize a team, called “The 
Warriors,” to participate in the 2017 Vickie’s Angel 
Walk on October 14. More than a dozen family  
members have joined her team to participate.

“God moves in such strange ways,” she pondered 
during the interview, recalling that two important 
people from her school days at Steelton-Highspire 
High School “came back into my life” more than 35 
years later.

A beloved teacher, Mrs. Murray, said Beth, “called 
me when she heard about my cancer,” and they  
remain in touch.

The other? Mickey Minnich! Beth wasn’t a student in 
any of his classes, “but he was our football coach, and 
we cheered and cheered for our team at every game.”

“Yes,” she continued, “Sometimes things come full 
circle. Now, it’s time to give back.”

That’s why Beth Ward will be captaining her team of 
walking “Warriors” on October 14.

BETH WARD WENT FROM NURSE TO 
CANCER PATIENT AND BACK TO NURSE

Beth Ward

 

CAMP HILL OFFICE 
3912 Trindle Road 

717-761-8740 

HARRISBURG OFFICE 
4518 Union Deposit Road 

717-526-1030 

www.andrewspatel.com 

ANDREWS PATEL: A PILLAR 
OF LOVE FAITH AND HOPE
At Andrews Patel Hematology Oncology it is our mission to 
provide exceptional, compassionate care in a community 
setting to oncology (cancer) and hematology (blood disorders) 
patients.  Sometimes financial hardships the patient faces 
cause bumps in the road.  These hardships could range from 
needing money for groceries and basic necessities to needing 
money for life-saving medications.  We often call on Mickey’s 
organization for assistance.  Andrews Patel and our patients 
are forever grateful for the kind-hearted generosity displayed 
by Vickie’s Angel Foundation.  It is because of the impact that 
this wonderful organization has had on our patients that we 
have decided to become a pillar of Love Faith and Hope.  This 
type of sponsorship allows Mickey and his organization to pay 
for day-to-day operations so that they can focus on what they 
do best — helping patients!  Again we thank Mickey, everyone 
at Vickie’s Angel Foundation, and all of the community and 
individual sponsors for helping local cancer patients through a 
tough time in their lives.
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“She’s a great volunteer!”  Who?  
Ann Kerman! 

Who said it?  Mickey Minnich,  
founder and CEO of the Vickie’s 
Angel Foundation – the organization 
that raises money to help families 
battling cancer pay their bills.  
Admiration in this relationship flows 
both ways. Says Ann of Mickey: 
“He’s conscientious, compassionate 

and understanding.” 

Ann heard about VAF from friend, fellow church 
parishioner and New Cumberland neighbor, Karen 
Cumberledge, who’s also a volunteer.   “When I saw 
what they did,” Ann said, “I knew I wanted to be a 
part of it.” 

And  she has been, since the latter part of last 
year. As a volunteer, Ann’s  duties have involved: 
manning the phones, especially during those time 
when  Mickey and the evaluation committee are 
talking with applicants; writing letters; answering 
letters; sending out various forms; helping set up 
the Vickie’s Angel Walk; sending cards of condolence 
on those sad occasions; and contacting applicants 
on Friday to alert them they will be called by the 
committee on Tuesday. That list continues to grow. 

Why is Ann a volunteer? “I volunteer because 
I have time,” she said. “I recognize that time is 
something I can give, if not money. I volunteer 

because it reminds me of how lucky I am. Because 
I have been given so much in my life; and because 
it’s important to give as well.”   Ann also has had 
her own close encounter with cancer, having been 
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2006. She’s been 
through chemo and radiation. She knows what 
cancer patients go through. Ann has battled other 
health issues besides cancer, two knee replacements, 
a hip replacement and ankle and heart surgeries. 

Her need to keep busy probably stems from her large 
family. She’s one of 13 children – seven boys, six 
girls. Her career led her to become a bank official,  
assistant secretary and assistant vice president. 
Not bad for a girl who grew up on a farm in coal 
country (in Bath, PA).  Forty-eight years ago, she 
married William, a teacher who spent 37 years at the 
Susquehanna Middle School. They raised two sons, 
Andrew, a doctor; and Bret, an avionics technician 
with the 193rd  Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
Their two sons have added five grandchildren to the 
family; they range in age from 8 to 21. They all call 
her “Nana.”

Discussing her role with VAF, Ann adds, “I spread 
the word about Vickie’s Angels wherever I go, I do 
love to talk with the people” who apply; “they’re so 
appreciative for anything we can do to help ease the 
pain and the financial stress.” 

To be able to give after all that, Nana says, “I’m very 
lucky.”

NANA VOLUNTEERS FOR THE ANGELS

Ann “Nana” Kerman

NEWS ABOUT A CRUISE
The American Legion Riders of Post 143 want you to 
go sailing and riding.  

First, a cruise, then a ride -- a motorcycle ride, if 
you like -- for two. That’s what the American Legion 
Riders of Post 143 in New Cumberland are offering 
in a raffle at 50 bucks a pop.  100% of net proceeds 
raised will benefit the Vickie’s Angel Foundation, 
which helps families battling cancer pay their bills.

The all-inclusive cruise is for seven days in May, 
starting May 20, 2018. The 
Celebrity Summit will leave 
from New Jersey and sail 
to Bermuda (you’ll need a 
passport). It includes an 
ocean-view room, $900 
drink package, gratuities, 
and bikers can/should bring 
their two-wheelers (not the 
three-wheel types) as they 
ride around the island with 

an escort; it also includes motorcycle and island 
fees, permits and gas. The winning package is worth 
$4,000. If the winning twosome prefers to leave their 
bikes at home, well, that’s OK -- they can enjoy the 
rest of the lineup of benefits.

The winning raffle ticket will be drawn at the annual 
Vickie’s Angel Foundation Valentine’s dance in 
February, and the holder of the winning ticket need 
not be present at the dance to earn his prize.

Two consolation prizes of $500 
and $250 also will be awarded.

For more information, contact 
the Vickie’s Angel Foundation 
at 511 Bridge Street, New 
Cumberland, PA 17070, phone: 
717-774-3800. As VAF is a 
nonprofit under 501C3 - EIN 
20-8755-452 Games License, 
the donation is tax deductible.
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In 1999, the legendary Pentagon 
band joined Vickie’s Angel Foundation 
by donating their time for a great 
dance at the I.W. Abel Hall in Steelton, 
with the entire net proceeds going 
to benefit our families. In those nine 
years, in excess of $100,000 was 
generated. The 10th annual Valentine’s 
Dance is scheduled for Feb. 17, 2018, 
and we bet it will be another sellout. 

This year Rich Claar will be decorated 
with his first tattoo, and Mickey will 
have his first ear-piercing, which will 
be (what else?)  an angel. All this is 
led by Claar, the leader of the music-
makers, with help from Jim Colestock, 
Mike Boarman, Frank Allison, Al Cook, 
Barry Seilhamer, Gary Weber, Joe 
Mohn, and Dave Zearfoss.

I just want to write and tell you how 
much we appreciated everything your 
organization has done for us. This is a 
long overdue thank you note!  

We were pointed to the organization 
over 10 years ago when our oldest son 
Geoffrey was diagnosed with A. L. L.

He is now 12 years old, plays 
football, and has a clean bill of health.  

Since that time my husband, who was serving in the 
U.S Army, and our family moved from Pennsylvania, 
and we now live in Missouri.  Our family will NEVER 
forget what Vickie’s Angels did for us!  When we 
could barely afford food because of the costs of 
treatments, you gave us gift cards.  When we didn’t 
have money for bills, you helped us along.  When 

we didn’t know if Christmas would be possible, you 
stood by us.  

I just want you to know that what you have done, 
and what you continue to do, blesses families in 
ways we could never imagine.  We also wanted to 
share how far Geoffrey has come by including this 
link: http://usafootball.com/blogs/americas-game/
post/11060/missouri-boy-finds-strength,-friends-
in-football-after-beating-cancer.  So you can know 
just how far 
he has come, 
and how your 
organization has 
helped along the 
way.  Thank you 
again!   

ONE FAMILY WILL NEVER FORGET VICKIE’S ANGELS

HOW VICKIE’S ANGEL FOUNDATION IMPACTS LIVES

ANNUAL VALENTINE’S DANCE AGAIN TO FEATURE PENTAGON

THANK YOU FOR BEING PART OF MY LIFE
Hey guys, I thank you so much for keeping in touch.  
I received a letter this weekend on my way home 
after church.  Mickey, I’ve had this cancer now 4 
years, working 2 jobs at the time, became reduced to 
1 job and now the past 6 months, no job.  

The letter stated that you paid $5,100.  Mickey, I 
know you have helped with rent 4 or 5 times.  My 
rent being $415 a month.  Throughout the last 2 
years, you have helped and have been so gracious 
with the food cards.  I am so thankful for your help.  
I had my son move with his dad.  I’m not going to 
beat this and I become more sick each day.  I have 
Stage 4 cancer in my right breast that has spread 
to my bones, ribs, sternum, spine, and left rib cage.  
So I’m at the hospital every 2 weeks, but I’ve had to 
be hospitalized extra with it spreading.  I am taking 
a new chemo pill that’s making me very ill.   So at 
this point, as it’s spread so much, there is a spot 
in between each rib cage and spine.  They are just 

worried for it to get in to any vital organs or if the 
cancer in my spine starts to press on too much, 
crushing the spine.  I take care of my son as much 
as I can, pay all bills and extras.  Sometimes I can 
barely afford food.  So you all mean the world to me.  
Believe me, it’s life’s unexpected things, like leaking 
roof, oil, pipes, plumbing that add up.  I’m grateful 
for my adopted dad, after having no family.  Getting 
worse. 

I can be hospitalized or have a home caretaker.  I’m 
fighting each day, even if I only get another day.  One 
room or chore a day is what I say. Mickey, I thank you 
so much.  I’m getting bad here.  Only lucky to get to 
church or run an errand.  Please would you like for 
me to send you a few dollars each month, or perhaps 
make a craft?  I’m, not sure how much more I could 
do.  Since I’m home I thought I could make blankets 
for patients?  I need something to give me a purpose.  
I’m scared to pass alone.  Thank you for being a part 
of my life. Bless you and wish you all love.

Vickie’s Angel Foundation receives many thank you notes from families that have been helped, ONE of 
these notes IS featured below:
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JPL PRODUCTIONS 
PRODUCES A DVD WITH 

8 OF OUR FAMILIES

SERTOMA TO THE RESCUE

pinnaclehealth.org | (717) 231-8900

CommunityHEALTHIER
FOR AVISION The health and well-being of

our community depends on
many helping hands.
PinnacleHealth is proud to
support organizations such as
Vickie’s Angel Foundation
which are helping create a stronger,
more vibrant community.

Pinnacle Health has offered their endorsement of
Vickie’s Angel Foundation by being a Pillar of Love, 
Faith and Hope, and have applauded the work we 
do in supporting cancer patients during a very 
challenging and difficult period.  Social Workers and 
Nurse Navigators at PinnacleHealth direct cancer 
patients to Vickie’s Angel Foundation when, because 
of cancer, families cannot pay their bills.  This allows 
patients to focus on getting well. Since 2003, Vickie’s 
Angel  Foundation has raised over 2.6 million dollars 
and have processed over 1,500 applications for help 
with living expenses, etc.

Many at Pinnacle Health have seen the emotional toll
that worrying about finances can take on patients 
and families who are coping with a cancer diagnosis.  
Patients have stated that Vickie’s Angel Foundation 
has been a “lifesaver” and “godsend” and are forever 
grateful for the assistance and support during a 
difficult time.  Pinnacle Health is very appreciative 
of the good works done by the Foundation and has 
been happy to support our mission as a sponsor.

VICKIE’S ANGELS LEND A 
HELPING HAND TO PINNACLE 

HEALTH PATIENTS

One of our Guardian Angels, Select Medical, was 
able to arrange a partnership between Vickie’s Angel 
Foundation and JPL Productions, in which one of 
JPL’s interns would be designated to work on a 
project benefiting Vickie’s Angels.

The project chosen was a new promotional video. 
Eight family members helped by Vickie’s Angel 
Foundation were chosen to be interviewed. The 
videotaping was held in April, and what an emotional 
experience it was for all of us! From those interviews, 
a three-minute promotional DVD was produced that 
is outstandingly effective. The video was shown at 
a luncheon held at JPL on June 21, with the eight 
families appearing in the video attending for a private 
showing.  Please visit our Facebook page to view the 
video. They did a remarkable job. And a big thank 
you to the families who are in the video and were 
willing to share their story to help others.  Of course, 
none of this would have been possible without the 
generosity of JPL Productions which continues to this 
day, with a second intern project now focusing on a 
Public Service Announcement and upgrades to our 
website. Both parties agree, the real winners in this 
partnership are the families we help.

Vickie’s Angel Foundation calls families every 
Tuesday and during one of our weekly calls we spoke 
with a senior woman whose hearing aid broke and 
was in desperate need of a new one.  We reached 
out to the Carlisle Area Sertoma Club which put 
us in contact with Sarcoma’s Hearing Charities of 
America.  This wonderful program was able to locate 
an Audiologist in her area and fit her with two new 
hearing aids that would normally cost $5,000, for 
no cost. From VAF, a big thank you to Sertoma, and 
showcasing that VAF is so much more than a check.
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With great pride, the Terry Dolan 
Memorial Golf Outing’s two 
primary purposes are par for the 
course.

First, it honors a great guy who 
served in the U.S. Army; and, 
second, its proceeds benefit the 
Vickie’s Angel Foundation.

This year’s tournament, played in 
mid-May, netted $9,200 for VAF, 
with every dollar going to help 
families facing financial crises 
because of cancer.  This was the third year of the 
outing, and the second to benefit VAF.

Terry W. Dolan, an avid golfer “who could be found 
on the course any day of the week,” owned Dolan Oil 
Service.

His sense of humor was legend, and he enjoyed 

“making people laugh.” He’d wear 
odd outfits for the fun of it and to 
“distract his (golfing) opponents.”  
The tourney invited participants 
“to wear (their) craziest golf outfit” 
for prizes.

Terry’s four granddaughters 
served as judges.  Also, Terry was 
noted for “always using a bright 
yellow gold ball with a smiley face” 
on the links.  In November 2012, 
Terry was diagnosed with brain 

cancer. He lost his brave battle 14 months later.

During his ordeal, Terry did need VAF assistance.   
After his family members learned about Vickie’s 
Angel Foundation, they agreed it was a great way 
to honor Terry and to help those who could use a 
helping hand.  Doug Dolan, Terry’s son, serves as 
tourney coordinator.

GOLF TOURNEY SCORES BIG FOR VAF

IT’S NOT TO SOON TOO THINK ABOUT CHRISTMAS

YES, THE ANGELS HAVE A PLAN
As all of you know, from the very beginning of 
Vickie’s Angel Foundation,  Mickey Minnich has 
been the backbone of the organization and a well-
loved person by all.  Some have worried, what will 
happen to Vickie’s Angel Foundation when Mickey 
is no longer here?  Those worries can be put to rest, 
because the angels have a plan!

In June 2016, Vickie’s Angel Foundation was one 
of many organizations who submitted a proposal to 
Leadership Harrisburg to be accepted as part of their 
Community Leadership Series (CLS).  The CLS is 
designed for business and community leaders who 
are ready to advance from success to significance! 
The program allows for one-of-a-kind experiences 
and interaction with local entrepreneurs, executives, 
and businesses throughout Cumberland, Dauphin 
and Perry counties. 

Vickie’s Angel Foundation was honored to be one of 

the organizations selected, and quickly determined 
that a much needed area of focus would be on creating 
a succession plan.  Leadership Harrisburg’s President 
and CEO Una Martone, along with committee 
members Kathryn Aguilar, James Franklin, Daniel 
Hoover, Ryan Kleinfelter, Jason Vathis and Kelly 
Wetzel, went right to work.  Over an eight-month 
period, Leadership Harrisburg held meetings with
Mickey, the Board of Directors, and many others 
involved in the day-to-day operations of the 
Foundation.  Areas where Vickie’s Angel Foundation 
could grow and improve were outlined in detail, and 
a “blueprint” for a succession plan was created and 
presented to our Board of Directors.  The many hours 
spent by Leadership Harrisburg will ensure families 
will continue to be helped long into the future.

We cannot thank them enough for their time and 
dedication.

Every year Vickie’s Angel Foundation partners 
with Tristan Radiology Specialists, The Medicine 
Shoppe of Mechanicsburg, and Sass Salon and 
Day Spa. Their employees are asked to purchase 
Christmas gifts for the children of the families we 
are helping. In October, our office staff contacts 
our families asking them to provide a list of two to 
four gifts each child in their house would like for 
Christmas.   After we receive the wish lists, we work 
with the above-named companies to buy those gifts.

We then have the grateful families pick up the gifts 
at our office at 511 Bridge St., New Cumberland.   
Last year, a company even 
donated artificial Christmas 
trees.  If your business 
would like to partner with 
VAF to provide Christmas 
gifts to our families with 
children, please call our 
office at 717-774-3800.

PLEASE USE THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE TO BECOME A GUARDIAN ANGEL OR TO DONATE ONE TIME



Donor’s Name Complete Address Cash Check Online Donation

Please provide first & last name! Ex: 123 Main St., Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 $30.00

Please use another sheet for additional sponsors or download another pledge form from www.vickiesangelfoundation.org
BRING ALL MONIES ALONG WITH PLEDGE FORM ON OCT. 14TH! MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: VICKIE’S ANGEL WALK

New Cumberland Borough Park, 1st & Bridge Streets, New Cumberland, PA
8:00 am: REGISTRATION • 9:15 am: PROGRAM • 10:00 am: WALK BEGINS, RAIN OR SHINE!

FEDERAL TAX ID # 20-8755452  Vickie’s Angel Foundation is a non-profit organization declared tax exempt under 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. A copy of the official registration and financial  
information of Vickie’s Angel Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free, within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Vickie’s Angel Foundation
511 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 174 • New Cumberland, PA 17070 • (717) 774-3800 
FAX: (717) 774-1802 • e-mail: mickey@vawalk.org

Participating in Vickie’s Angel Walk as  ■ Individual  ■ Team –  Team Name _____________________________________

Individual Name _____________________________________________  Team Captain ________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City ___________________________________________________________________________  State________ Zip____________

Phone # ___________________________________ E-mail __________________________________________________________

PRE-REGISTER YOURSELF OR YOUR TEAM ONLINE AT 
WWW.VICKIESANGELFOUNDATION.ORG

When registering online, you may upload your photo or team photo, 
yours or your team’s story and financial goal!

                                       100% OF MONIES RAISED GOES DIRECTLY TO THE FAMILIES!
2017 PLEDGE FORM

TOTALS

GRAND TOTAL
Follow Vickie’s Angel Foundation on Facebook, 
LinkedIn & Twitter @VAFofPA



100% OF MONIES RAISED GOES DIRECTLY TO LOCAL FAMILIES FIGHTING CANCER!

OUR MISSION
Vickie’s Angel Foundation is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit with a mission of helping families fighting cancer who cannot pay 

their bills because of going through cancer treatment. Our goal is to take away the financial worry from the family, 

providing a temporary bridge that allows them to focus entirely on beating this disease. We offer them hope. 

F O U N D A T I O N
Benefiting Families Fighting Cancer

VICKIE'S ANGEL FOUNDATION
511 Bridge Street • P.O. Box 174 
New Cumberland, PA 17070

9 COUNTIES: ADAMS, CUMBERLAND, 
DAUPHIN, FRANKLIN, LANCASTER, 

LEBANON, PERRY, SCHUYLKILL, YORK. 
ALL CANCERS, ALL AGES, ALL THE TIME

100%

Total Population 2,071,686

SCHUYLKILL

PERRY DAUPHIN
LEBANON

LANCASTER
FRANKLIN

CUMBERLAND

ADAMS YORK

A FINANCIAL BRIDGE FOR  
FAMILIES FIGHTING CANCER


